HOMER

what they once were. Read this book, and learn to appre-
ciate them.* The general opened with curiosity the book
which the 'pope* presented to him, and was not a little-
surprised to find that it was the 'Odyssey' of Homer.

The islands of Zante, Cephalonia, and Santa Maura have
the same aspirations, and express the same wish and feeling
for freedom. Every village has its tree of liberty. Every
commune is ruled by a municipal body; and these people
hope that, under the protection of the Great Nation, they
will recover the sciences, the arts, and the commerce that
they have lost under the tyranny of the oligarchs.

According to Homer, the island of Corcyra was the
country of the Princess Nausicaa. Citizen Arnauld, who
enjoys a deserved reputation in belles httres, tells me that
he went ashore to plant the tricolor on the ruins of Ulysses*
palace.

The chief of the Maniotes, a people who trace a genuine
descent from the Spartiatae, and who occupy the peninsula,
on which Cape Matapan is situated, has sent one of his
principal men to express to me his wish to see French,
vessels in his port, and to be of some service to the Great
Nation.

[CoRRESP., iii, 2061. The occupation of Corfu, Cephalonia, and
Zante (Zakynthos) followed the fall of Venice. A. V. Arnauld, the
dramatist, met Napoleon at Mombello, and was sent to organise the
government of the Ionian islands. Nausicaa (Homer, Odyssey^ vi) was.
the daughter of Alcinous, King of the Phaeacians. The Spartiatae were
the ruling class in Sparta.]
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ADRIATIC POLICY

TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

HEADQUARTERS, MILAN, August 16, 1797.

. . . THE islands of Corfu, Zante, and Cephalonia matter
more to us than all the rest of Italy put together. I believe
that, if we had to choose, it would be better to restore Italy
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